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relatives to establish themselves in the town [of Nassibeen]
for the purpose of cultivating the land. From Rum many
slaves of the Turk and Qipchak race, as well as arms and
goods of all kinds, were sent in enormous quantities to
Shapur as presents, who returned to his own kingdom,
after making the necessary arrangements [for governing
the district]. When he arrived in the country of E'raq he
laid the foundations of the city of Madayn, and having
completed the building thereof in one year, made it the
capital of his realm, where many nobles and grandees came
to pay their respects to him.

He lived seventy-two years, during all of which, lie
reigned. In the Mwfdtih his cognomen is stated to have
been Huz, and his name Kashaf. Some of his sayings are
as follows: ' Who speaks concerning people what he does
not know, people will speak about him what they do not
know, and it is an old maxim that a thrust with the
tongue is more dangerous than that with a spear/ He also
said: ' There are words more profitable than rain, and
others more cutting than the sword/

REIGN OF ABDESJIIR BIN HUEMUZ.

His cognomen is Jamil [elegant]. When he ascended
the throne of royalty, he said: ' The time of my life and
the duration of my reign are in the grasp of the will of
God the Most High. I am governing only for a time, till
my nephew gets older; and in my government I shall not
deviate from the usages of my brother Shapur.' After he
had reigned four years, he surrendered the reins of
government into the hands of his nephew. But the
Kavayet [tradition] of Tabari is contrary to the above
statement recorded in the reign of Simp fir, and is to the
effect that Shapftr left two sons, one called after his father,
namely Shaptlr, and the other named Behr&ra; and that
Shapftr Zullaktaf had also a brother older than himself,
Ardeshir by name, and that Hormuz, the lather of Sh&pftr,
had kept Ardeshir at a distance from himself, not caring
even for his education. Accordingly, when he was on his